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Agenda

Ç ITAC Overview and Benefits

Ç How ITAC Works

Ç ITAC Program Momentum

Ç Introducing ITAC Level 3:            
Distinguished Certified IT Architect

Ç ITAC Conformance Requirements
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IT Architect Certification (ITAC)

ïAt A Glance

Ç IT Architect Certification

ÁCertification of skills and experience

Ç Vendor neutral

ÁDeveloped by consensus

Ç Global

ÁThe same standard worldwide

Ç Portable

ÁWill be recognised by all employers
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Why is an industry IT Architect certification 

essential?

ÁIncreasing acceptance, adoption, development é and 
convergence in the industry on the definition of an IT 
Architect

Á Increasing recognition of the significant impact of 
architectural decisions

ÁOrganisations such as the Japanese government are 
establishing standards for certifying professional IT 
Architects based on recognising skills and experience

Ç And yet é until recently, there have been NO vendor-
independent industry-wide certifications for IT Architects

Our industry understands the increased importance of IT 

Architects and of quality control of their practice
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Certification Supports Professionalism

Ç Enterprises need assurance that the staff or 

service providers they hire have the skills and 

experience necessary to ensure their IT 

architectures deliver real business value .

Ç Professional IT architects, their employers, 

and their clients need a recognised, portable 

and professional grade qualification.
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Significant Value for Many 

Constituencies

Ç For end user organisations:

ÁA mark of assurance when contracting architecture services

ÁA professional level qualification when hiring staff

Ç For vendor organisations:

ÁProvides assurance to customers of the skills of their IT 
Architects

ÁAvoids the cost of an in-house certification program

ÁReduces the training cost of new IT Architects

Ç For IT Architects:

ÁElevates the practice and quality control of IT architecture in 
the industry and the professionals who perform it

ÁProvides an industry credential

ÁRecognition for practitioners



ITAC vs. TOGAF

Ç The ITAC program is agnostic about methods 

and is concerned instead with an architect's 

skills and experience - their ability to deliver 

business value to their clients

Ç TOGAF is one of the methods used in the IT 

Architecture domain. TOGAF certification 

confirms an individual's knowledge of the 

TOGAF Architecture Development Method 

(ADM) and the TOGAF body of knowledge
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How ITAC Works

Ç One set of Conformance Requirements defining the skills and 

experience that an IT Architect must possess to achieve 

certification

Ç Individual architects may apply for certification directly to The 

Open Group

ÁCertification Board will review all applications

ÁBoard will interview applicants

Ç Companies may apply to have their internal staff development / 

certification programs Accredited by The Open Group

ÁArchitects certified through an Accredited program become 

Open Group certified
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Master Certified IT Architect

DistinguishedDistinguished Certified IT Architect

ITAC Program
ïCertification Levels

Certified IT Architect
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ITAC Program
ïCertification Levels

Level 3 Distinguished 

Certified IT 

Architect 

has significant breadth and depth 

of impact on the business through 

the application of IT architecture

Level 2 Master Certified 

IT Architect

able to perform independently 

and take responsibility for delivery 

of systems and solutions as lead 

architect

Level 1 Certified IT 

Architect

able to perform with 

assistance/supervision, with a 

wide range of appropriate skills, 

as a contributing architect
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Certification Process


